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MEMORANDOM FOR: Deputy to the DCI for the Intelligence
Community

FROM 3 John ¥. Blake
Neputy Director for Administration

SURTLCT :  IC gtaff Participation in the FOIR/
Privacy Process

1. In the past several weeks, your Staff has raised
with us the cuestion as to what degree we could be of
agsistance in reducing the IC workload and time commitment
involved in the nrocess of handling FOIA/Privacy Act re-
:uests and anpeals. The latest such discussion was between
r.[__ Jand Mr. McMahon on 26 May. I believe we can offer
sugaested courses of action which would meet the requirements
of iaw and, at the same time, reduce to the minimum the time
required of you and vour senior executives. I think such an
anuroach ia warranted since full participation in the initial
recuest and appeal phases of FOIN/Privacy requires a commit-
ment of time and effort that is unwarranted by the volume of
requests directly involving the IC Staff.

ot

. Specificallyv, I should like to propose the follow-

3. “hat for purvoses of FOIA/Privacy administra-
+ion the IC &taff continue to be dealt with as a CIA
comnonent even after the £taff's relocation to the
SJelective Service System building.

L. in the initial request vhase, requests for which
tha IC Staff has responsive documents would be forwarded
to the Staff for an initial decision to release or deny
by yvour designated officials. In accordance with the
law, these officials would be identified by name and
organizational title in subsequent correspondence wikth
the requester.
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. In the appeal phase, I would reccmrend a
deviation from our previous procedure. A5 you are
aware, the incumbent of ycur position is legally desig-
nated as a member of the Information Review Committee,
the Agency’'s appeal body. I would propose that we let
this legal designation stand so as to permit your par-
ticipation in appeal decisions where it is clearly
required. Iowever, I do not feel that your reqular
participation in the IRC meetings and the time-consurming
apeeal process is essential. Rather, I would suggest
that appeal casss involving IC cases of a routine nature
and importance be assioned by me, as Chairman of the IRC,
to one of the other IRC members for decision with the
clear understanding that should that designated action
member disagree with the recommendations of your Staff
the matter would be promptly referred to you for deci-
sion under the legal authorities you possess. Such a
course would allow vou to aveid continuing participation
in IRC matters but would, at the same time, allow you to
step in on any case where disagreement, sensitivity or
importance warranted vour involvement.

3. These proposals should not be construed ag any
desire on my part to exclude you from the FOIA/Privacy
process. Your full participation would be most welcowre
should that be your desire. However, vour Staff is correct
in its feeling that such full participation would require an
inveatment of time that may not be appropriate given the
limited cases directly involving your Staff.

4. Tlease let me know vour preferences in this matter.

- STATINTL
Is/ join F. Blova

John F. Blake

AT/ooAl liyde (28 May 1976)
Distribution:
Original ~ Addressee

1 - C/IPS

1 ~ C/FOLI&PD/OCC

d(i DDA Subject

1 - DDA Chrono

1 - HGB Chrono

Approved For Release 2002/06/11 : CIA-RDP79-00498A000600110001-2




STAT

Approved For Release 2002/06/11 : CIA-RDP79-00498A000600110001-2

Approved For Release 2002/06/11 : CIA-RDP79-00498A000600110001-2



